, Vitamin Be (Pfiefner et al., 1943) , L. casei factor from liver (Stockstad, 1943) , L. casei factor from a fermentation residue (Hutchings, et al., 1944) . But folic acid differs from some of these factors in the degree of biological activity and also chemically as it does not contain any phosphorus.
In 1945, sixteen investigators, Angier et al, announced the synthesis of folic acid, and almost immediately Spies, Vilter, Koch and Caldwell (1945) reported the re?ults of the firs+ clinical trial of synthetic folic acid in the treatment of macrocytic anaemia. They found that in 9 cases of macrocytic ansemia, administration of folic acid by mouth or parenterally was followed by a striking hsemopoietic response, as is seen after potent liver extracts. Later, Vilter, Spies and Koch (1945) , on (1945) , Moore et al. (1945) , Darby, Jones and Johnson (1946) , Doan, Wilson and Wright (1946) , Spies et at (1946) and Goldsmith (1946 Gupta (1946) , and Israels' (1939) [Oct., 1946 1946) and by Goldsmith (1946) . Whether the increase in the white cell count in the anaemic cases was due to increased vascularity of the marrow following improvement in ansemia or whether this was due to the direct action of folic acid on the leucopoietic tissue, is rather difficult to say at the present moment. It is probable that the stimulating action of folic acid is not confined to erythropoietic tissue alone but folic acid may, under certain conditions, stimulate leucopoiesis as well. This contention is supported by the works of Berry, Spies and Doan (1945 
